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CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is January 

2, ‘02. The time is 1330 hours. This is 

Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 

Battalion. I'm conducting an interview 

today with Firefighter third grade John 

Amato, Engine 68. We're in the quarters of 

Engine 68. There's nobody else in this room 

at this time. The interview concerns the 

events of September 11th. What follows is 
the interview. 

A. We got the call early that morning to 
go to 35 Engine. We got down to 35 Engine. We 
mucked it up with a bunch of other companies. We 
took some equipment from 35 Engine. Then we got 
the call to go down to the World Trade Center. 

AS we were driving down to the World 
Trade Center -- actually we took a little detour 
because a couple of -- I think 64 Engine was 
leading us. We didn't exactly know how to get 
down there, which delayed us a little bit, thank 
God. 

When we got down there, we parked I'd 
say maybe 10 blocks, 10 to 12 blocks away from 


the World Trade Center. We gathered all the 
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equipment, the rollups, the standpipe kit, and we 
started walking down the West Side Highway. 

As we were walking down -- actually as 
we were driving down, we heard that the first 
building had collapsed, which is the south tower? 

Q. The south tower collapsed first. 

A. The south tower collapsed first. We 
didn't know what kind of collapse it was. We 
thought it was a partial collapse. We thought it 
was maybe two floors pancaking. 

At that point we were walking towards 
the building. We still didn't know it was a 
total collapse. As we get closer and closer, we 
notice that the smoke is clearing. We don't see 
the south tower. Now we're starting to talk to 
each other, started to actually worry what's in 
for us next. 

AS we approached Chambers Street, kept 
walking, still no one had told us about the total 
collapse. We get down to about Barclay and Vesey 
Street, which is a block away from the overpass, 
the bridge overpass that goes across the West 
Side Highway. 


All you hear is a rumbling in the 
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street. It sounded like an earthquake. When I 
was a younger kid, I was in an earthquake and it 
felt like the same exact feeling. I looked, and 
I could see the antenna on the top of the roof 
coming straight down. 

We all turned and just threw our 
rollups down and started running as fast as we 
could. I took about five steps, I turned back to 
look behind me, and the debris was on my heels. 
Guys were just scrambling through the streets. 
Finally the debris overcame us, and you couldn't 
see anymore. It was like pitch-black, total 
darkness. 

I kind of ran into a building. I hit 
the building. One of the gentlemen working in 
the building I think I see was an engineer pulled 
me over towards the entrance. I went into the 
entrance. You couldn't see. It was dark as 
night. 

Finally a few minutes went by, about 
four or five minutes went by, it started 
clearing, and we started looking for members of 
Engine 68 as well as all the other engines that 


had driven down with us. 
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We found everyone. We were told to 
stay at Chambers Street until further notice. 
That's about it. 

Q. That's about it? So you stayed at 
Chambers Street? 

A. We stayed at Chambers Street. They 
didn't give us permission to go back in there, 
since we had already been involved with the 
collapse. 

Q. So you stayed there for some period of 
time at Chambers, the staging area? 

A. The staging area, yeah. 

Q. And then from there you left? You took 
your rig back to 68 at some point? 

A. Oh, yeah, I'd say about 11 p.m. that 
night. 

Q. Wow. 

A. Yeah, we stayed there the whole day. 

Q. The whole day, and they never put you 
work? 

A. No. 

Q. Were there a lot of companies at the 
staging area? 


A. There were a lot of companies there. 
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They just didn't want anyone involved with the 
immediate collapse back in there. That was their 
idea. Since we were on paper as one of the 
companies, they didn't want us to go. 

Q. You really didn't interact with any 
other companies or anything like that? You were 
walking in, it started to collapse, you ran out, 
wound up at the staging area eventually, and 
that's about it. 

Is everybody from 68 okay? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Everybody came back? 

A. Yes. We had minor injuries from 
running into, not being able to see. We did have 
some minor injuries, including myself. 

CHIEF MALKIN: Okay. It's 1336 hours. 

This concludes the interview with Fireman 

Amato. I thank him for the interview, and 


that's the end. 


